AMELIA.                                   5

-< very particular disappointment to me to-night, when I
4 had proposed unusual pleasure; but the same reason
* which is sufficient to you ought to be so to me/

Booth made his wife a compliment on her ready com-
pliance, and then asked her, what she intended by giving
him that money, or how- she came by it ?

11 intend, my dear/ said she, ' to give it you; that is
' all. As to the manner in which I came by it, you
c know, Billy, that is not very material. You are well
4 assured I got it by no means which would. displease
i you; and, perhaps, another time I may tell you/

Booth asked no farther questions; but he returned it
her, and insisted on her taking all but one guinea, saying,
she was the safest treasurer. He then promised her to
make all the haste home in his power, and he hoped, he
said, to be with her in an hour and half at farthest, and
then took his leave.

When he was gone, the poor disappointed Amelia
sat down to supper with her children; with whose
company she was forced to console herself for the
absence of her husband.

CHAPTER IX.
A very tragic scene.

THE clock had struck eleven, and Amelia was just pro-
ceeding to put her children to bed, when she heard a
knock at the street-door. Upon which, the boy cried
out, ' There's papa, mamma, pray let me stay and see
4 him before I go to bed/ This was a favour very easily
obtained; for Amelia instantly ran down stairs, exulting
in the goodness of her husband for returning so soon,